
CyberSem Offers Unique Courses for Women

by ANDREW FLEISCHER

The first ever online seminary, CyberSem opens doors to women across the globe hungry

for meaningful continued Torah study.

Mary Markos

Associate Editor

With CyberSem, Jewish women of all ages are given an opportunity to

learn about Biblical texts, Halakha texts, and philosophical texts that

wouldn’t otherwise be accessible to them. “The books would be closed

without this,” said Chavi Goldberg, founder of CyberSem, a newly-

launched online seminary for women to learn Torah studies. According to

her, women love to learn, but the tumultuous nature of life post-

graduation makes it difficult for women to get back to text learning.

Talmud and other subjects, formerly considered to be the exclusive

territory of men’s Torah study, have been more inclusive in recent years.
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Chavi Goldberg, founder of

CyberSem

Today, the initial limits on the capacity of women’s Torah learning in

general have receded. Now, though, women have the opportunity to study

Torah on a higher level, called Torah lishmah, learning Torah for

pleasure, rather than solely for a career in teaching. With the popularity

of online courses, the convenient opportunities for women increased as

well.

When Goldberg decided to create CyberSem 12 years ago she was

working on her masters. As she was completing a graduate course,

Goldberg was researching online and found that you can study a wide

range of majors via the Internet. “You can study nursing, architecture and

parts of medicine online, but a girl cannot go to seminary online and I

said, ‘Oh, I’m going to change that,’” said Goldberg. Working as a teacher

with a four-year-old at home, she felt she needed to have more of a

research-based direction to her work. “I wanted to upgrade myself,” said

Goldberg.

For Goldberg, it didn’t seem fair that

women didn’t have the same

convenient opportunity to learn online

that men did. “A boy can even get

Smicha online, so the girls were really

short-changed,” continued Goldberg.

She decided to fix it. She enrolled for

her doctorate in business-education

online with Nova Southeastern and did

the infrastructure and corporate work

for the non-profit that now runs in

both the United States and Canada.

CyberSem offers different kinds of Bible studies. One example Goldberg

gave as an interesting course for women is “Women in Nach: Biblical

Figures, Contemporary Lessons,” which looks at the lives and lessons of

ten women featured in the Bible. The course examines the challenges

these women faced, how they responded to them, and the awareness we

can glean from their lives. “It’s a fascinating course,” said Goldberg.

What sets CyberSem apart, in Goldberg’s mind, is that the text-based

Biblical course makes the curriculum relevant to life in the twenty-first

century. “We begin to see these women as people who are relevant role

models in our lives,” said Goldberg. The ten-week course takes women on

a journey through different texts on a deeper level than what they might

experience when reading on their own. “You’re not just learning about
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something, you’re actually delving into the texts themselves,” she said.

“It allows each person to view them and to dig into herself and say, ‘Oh,

what can I learn from that example, how can I see her as a role model for

my life?’” According to Goldberg, students begin to see that their lives

were not that much different than these women in the Bible, other than

the geography and the time period, of course. “Their struggles as women

and the decisions that they made as women were not different. They

went through the same thought processes as we do,” said Goldberg.

Throughout history, women were not allowed to talk Torah and they were

restricted in a way that men didn’t experience. Even today, sexism is a

factor in education, argued Goldberg.

Inspired to create equal opportunity for online courses regardless of

gender, her organization makes it possible for women to study a subject

they might not otherwise have access to. “As CyberSem grows, this will be

an opportunity for women to explore who they really are,” said Goldberg.
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